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Overview

1) 3 Decades of the CBD

2) Fundamental and urgent changes required



Three decades of the Convention on 
Biological Diversity



• June 1992, opened for signature in Rio de Janeiro

• Entered into force 29 December 1993

• 196 parties, 168 signatories – almost universal membership

• Who is missing?

A convention is born!



Convention on Biological Diversity

Aims to provide holistic 
global solution to 
biodiversity conservation 
and sustainable use building 
on existing conventions. 

Recognise variety within 
and between species and 
non-living components of 
ecosystems. 

Genetic-> ecosystem
Conceptual development 
beyond species based 
approaches



• Conservation of biological diversity

• Sustainable Use

• Fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from utilization of 
genetic resources

Reflects compromise in attempts to reconcile positions of 
developed and developing countries

Objectives



• Arts 8 and 9 – in situ and ex-situ conservation

― Rehabilitation and restoration, recovery of threatened 
species Art 8(f), 9(c)

― Protected areas Art 8 (a), (b)

― Beyond PAs Art 8(c)

• Art 6, 8(k), 10 – conservation and sustainable use within 
national-level policy and legal frameworks – national plans, 
strategies, programs)

• Need to be integrated Art 6(b), 10(a)

Content



But…..



• Art 3 

Not to cause damage ‘to the environment of other states or of areas beyond the 
limits of national jurisdiction,’

also ‘sovereign right’ of states to ‘exploit their own resources pursuant to their own 
environmental policies’’

• Preamble: ‘sovereign right over biological resources.’

• ‘as far as possible and as appropriate’

• ‘in accordance with its particular capabilities’

• ‘subject to national legislation’

• Art 26 – NBSAP – only actually binding provision

However….



The true intention of the parties?



Name

Company

Title

Phone

Email

‘Clearly threatened American jobs’

IP and environmental provisions 
contrary to America’s 
pharmaceutical interests

US

Kal Raustiala, "Domestic institutions and international 
regulatory cooperation: comparative responses to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity." World Politics (1997): 

482-509.



‘attractive, easily 
implemented green 
gesture’

UK

Kal Raustiala, "Domestic institutions and 
international regulatory cooperation: 
comparative responses to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity." World Politics (1997): 

482-509.



“End result of multiple caveats and escape 
clauses of the Convention is a framework 
document where countries agree only that 
biodiversity conservation is an issue that 
requires some form of global response.”
STUART R HARROP AND DIANA J. PRITCHARD. "A HARD INSTRUMENT GOES SOFT: 
THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY'S CURRENT 
TRAJECTORY." GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHANGE 21, NO. 2 (2011): 474-480.



Target based approach



2010 
Biodiversity 
Target

Aichi 
Targets

Post-2020 
Targets

Target-based approaches



A Paris Agreement for 
Biodiversity?



A Paris Agreement for 
Biodiversity?



A Paris Agreement for Biodiversity?



• Paris Agreement - UNFCCC

• Different roads to Paris and Kunming

• Copenhagen (2009) -> Durban (COP-17, 2011) -> Paris (2015)

• UNFCCC COPs annually vs. CBD COP bi-annually

• Time-frame double that of Kunming

• Binding commitment ultimate goal of Paris

• Limited discussions as to legal nature of Kunming outcomes – at most a 
COP Decision

A Paris Agreement for Biodiversity? 



Immediate and fundamental 
changes needed to avoid 6th mass 
extinction



• Movement beyond mere platitudes
• Transformation of understanding across 

international community of interdependence of 
resilient ecosystems and thriving human 
societies. 

Humans and nature are intrinsically 
interconnected!

• Indigenous peoples and local communities 
(IPLCs) must play central role. 

Ways forward



• Effective regulation of biodiversity impeded by inadequate 
integration/mainstreaming

• Particularly important when hyperconnected drivers taken into 
account

― Integrated legal and policy approaches that enable global 
sustainable consumption and production

― Enhanced capacity to trace responsibility to distant 
consumers and producers

Coordination



• Effective use of targets within MEAs can enhance credibility of agreement. 

• Effective goal setting calls for well-defined priorities framed in terms of 
explicit goals which galvanise attention and mobilise resources; a limited 
number of precise goals; and the allocation of resources in support of these 
goals (Xu et al. 2021)

• Accountability mechanisms through built-in reporting processes

Learning the lessons of Aichi



• Package deal:

― Monitoring, accountability and review 
mechanisms

― Capacity building

― Resource mobilisation

― Gender action plan

• NBSAPs as focus

Learning the lessons of Aichi



• We commit to: 

1. Ensure the development, adoption and implementation of an effective 
post-2020 global biodiversity framework, that includes provision of the 
necessary means of implementation, in line with the Convention, and 
appropriate mechanisms for monitoring, reporting and review, to reverse 
the current loss of biodiversity and ensure that biodiversity is put on a 
path to recovery by 2030 at the latest, towards the full realization of the 
2050 Vision of “Living in Harmony with Nature”

Kunming Declaration



Stuart R Harrop and Diana J. Pritchard. "A hard instrument goes 
soft: The implications of the Convention on Biological Diversity's 
current trajectory." Global Environmental Change 21, no. 2 (2011): 
474-480.

“Failure may result not from 
the technical issues relating 
to target setting but from the 
unwillingness of the CBD’s 
member states to back the 
targets with obligations.”



Your planet needs you!!!



Thank you!!!


